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Elder brothers and sisters in the Lord, especially parents, have you ever told your sons or daughters,” It
is good for you to earn money and use it for yourself. You don’t need to give money to mom and dad
because mom and dad have enough. After all, your salary is not much, and you have so many commit-
ments including car and housing loans. Just take good care of yourself and be safe, and mom and dad
will be happy."When you hear your mom and dad say this, what is your reaction? Do you feel that mom
and dad understand your needs too well? Then from now on, will you use the money on yourself and
never give money to your parents again? At first glance, this seems like a very considerate thing for
parents to say to their children, but is it biblical? Let’s see what Mark 7:10-13 says:

10For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and mother, and, ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is to
be put to death! 11But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their
father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God) — 12then you no longer let them do anything for
their father or mother. 13Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed
down. And you do many things like that”’

From verse 10, we see that the fifth of the Ten Commandments that Moses received from God was to honor his parents. This is also the first of the
Ten Commandments for human relationships. This commandment is placed in between the commandments of God’s relationship with man and
the commandments of man’s relationship with man, indicating that “honoring your parents” is the first of all human relationships, and that all
human relationships must first have the relationship between man and God as the foundation. During the Old Testament times, dishonoring one’s
parents was a major sin, and those who cursed their parents were likely to be put to death (Ex. 21:17, Lev. 20:9). As an example, Noah'’s son was
punished for defying his father when Noah was drunk (Gen 9:20-27). In spite of this, this commandment is also the only one that promises
blessings to those who keep it; hence it is also called “the commandment with a promise” (Eph 6:2). This blessing is a long life while on earth. There-
fore, | believe that the apostle John lived to such an old age possibly because he took care of the mother of Jesus as his own. God allowed him to
be the only one among the disciples to live to an old age.

Next, “filial respect”is translated as “reverence” in the New International Version of the Bible and has several meanings:
a.To honor (Prov. 4:8).
b. To take care of (Ps 91:15).
c. Honoring (Lev. 19:3, 20:9).
d. Obedience (Deut. 21:18-21, Eph 6:1).

We will focus more on the specific manifestations in the area of caregiving and the most concrete manifestation in this area is the giving of money
to support our parents. If the children say, “The money | am supposed to give you has been given to God, and there is no more money for you’, that
would be a great treason. The Lord Jesus is teaching here in Mark 7 that if we are to be filial to our parents, we must serve them. In teaching, this,
the Lord Jesus is rebuking the Pharisees for allowing their parents to be trapped in poverty and not taking care of them.

From verse 11,“11But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to
God) =—- 12then you no longer let them do anything for their father or mother’, the word “corban”is a kind of wish-offering of possessions, which
originated from the promise of Jephthah (cf. Ps. 11:29-40). Any property designated as “corban” by the owner should not be used by others. The
problem was that the money was not used entirely for religious purposes but was used for their own personal needs. Thus, the vow of the “Corban”
became a means by which the children could evade their responsibilities to their parents as specified in the Law. Some unscrupulous Jews, as
custodians of their properties, used this method to promise to dedicate their family properties to the temple, but actually used the money for
personal needs, thus avoiding the responsibility of providing for their parents, and leaving their parents in poverty.

Then in verse 13, Jesus rebuked the Pharisees, saying, “13Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you
do many things like that” The Pharisees were rebuked for they were

1. using one biblical teaching (do not break your vows) to nullify another biblical teaching (honor your parents).

2. applying the Bible teaching according to the words of one passage of Scripture but ignore the spirit of the whole Bible.

Brothers and sisters, our human nature can lead us to “nullify the Word of God". As we become Christians, we must read the Bible well and only
follow the Word of God.

How do we only follow the Word of God in the matter of filial piety to our parents? For adult children who have just started working, they have a
lot of expenses in life like multiple loans, insurance, and medical cards to pay, that very often they feel that they don't have enough money. Howev-
er, if this becomes an excuse for not giving money to our parents and providing for them, we are really being unfilial.

In fact, | think what our parents ask for is not much, but what is most important is our heart. Let our parents feel our filial piety and love for them.
One parent complained, “My son is so unfilial! | raised him and paid for his education until he graduated and went out to work on his own. But
when he started working, he didn't give me any money.” Another mother shared, “My daughter is so filial to me! She gives me three hundred
ringgit every month!”This shows that money is really the most concrete expression of filial piety.



So how are we going to balance our expenses and our income? Today, many people complain that they don’t have enough money. That is because
they don't budget well and buy whatever they want, without thinking if they can afford it. We need to be savvy consumers and budget our
expenses. That way, not only can you pay your tithe, but you can also support your parents and have savings too. The city of Lake Elsinore has a
well-known large family, the Casons and their 17 children. Father Dave Cason is 46 years old and his annual income is $80,000, with bonuses
included. He is a network engineer. This is a usual income for jobs of this nature. The mother, Christi Cason, 42, is a full-time home maker. The
question that arises is whether the father's salary alone of $80,000, before tax, can support such a large family? The answer is Yes. This mother is
the “treasurer” of the family. She has many ways to save money, such as collecting discount coupons and buying groceries only when there is a
sale. When she does a good job of budgeting for these expenses, the family can also go abroad once a year for a vacation. So, no matter how much
you earn, once you budget well and don't spend randomly, you will still have enough money. Plus, if you also observe tithing and support your
parents, | believe God will bless you greatly.

In fact, God, who has everything, does not lack anything. As Psalm 50:10-12 says: “for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a
thousand hills. | know every bird in the mountains, and the insects in the fields are mine. If | were hungry, | would not tell you, for the world is mine,
and all that is in it In spite of this, God does not tell us that we don’t need to give Him money; instead He says to the Israelites:”... Test me in this,’
says the LORD Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room
enough to store it” (Malachi 3:10)

Therefore, as parents, you do not need to be greater than God, and never say to your children, “Mom and Dad have money, so you don't have to
give it to us! Let your children learn to show filial piety. Sons and daughters, even if your parents say they have enough money, you still have to
give them money on time and show respect to them. Remember to give willingly and cheerfully for God says, “Each of you should give what you
have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver!” (2 Cor. 9:7) So, when we give money to our
parents or give an offering to God, we should give it willingly.

Dear brothers and sisters, | hope that through this year’s Filial Piety Day you will once again reflect on what filial piety means to you and
remember to show our filial respect to our parents in the most practical ways. Amen.
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Dari Meja Faster
Memikirkan Semula Kewajipan Kepada Ibu Bapa (Markus 7:10-13)

Saudara-saudari yang lebih tua dalam Tuhan, terutamanya ibu bapa, pernahkah anda memberitahu anak-anak lelaki atau perempuan anda, "Adalah
baik untuk kamu memperoleh wang dan menggunakannya untuk diri sendiri. Kamu tidak perlu memberi wang kepada ibu dan bapa kerana ibu
dan bapa sudah cukup. Lagipun, gaji kamu tidak banyak, dan kamu mempunyai banyak komitmen termasuk pinjaman kereta dan perumahan.
Hanya jaga diri kamu dengan baik dan selamat, dan ibu dan bapa akan gembira” Apabila anda mendengar ibu dan bapa anda berkata begini,
apakah reaksi anda? Adakah anda merasakan bahawa ibu dan bapa memahami keperluan anda dengan baik? Kemudian mulai sekarang, adakah
anda akan menggunakan wang itu untuk diri sendiri dan tidak pernah memberi wang kepada ibu bapa anda lagi? Pada pandangan pertama, ini
kelihatan seperti perkara yang sangat bertimbang rasa untuk ibu bapa katakan kepada anak-anak mereka, tetapi adakah ia Alkitabiah? Mari lihat
apa yang dikatakan dalam Markus 7:10-13:

“Musa memberikan perintah ini,'Hormatilah ibu bapamu, dan‘Orang yang mencaci ibu bapa mesti dihukum mati. Tetapi kamu memberikan ajaran
berikut: Jika seseorang berkata kepada ibu bapanya, ‘Apa yang seharusnya saya gunakan untuk menolong ayah dan emak, sudah saya jadikan
Korban. Semuanya sudah saya persembahkan kepada Allah! Maka orang itu tidak payah menolong ibu bapanya. Dengan jalan ini ajaran yang kamu
sampaikan kepada orang lain, meniadakan firman Allah. Banyak lagi perkara seperti ini yang kamu lakukan”

Dari ayat 10, kita melihat bahawa yang kelima daripada Sepuluh Hukum Allah yang Musa terima daripada Tuhan adalah untuk menghormati ibu
bapanya. Ini juga merupakan yang pertama daripada Sepuluh Hukum Allah untuk hubungan manusia. Hukum ini diletakkan di antara hukum
hubungan Tuhan dengan manusia dan hukum hubungan manusia dengan manusia, menunjukkan bahawa "menghormati ibu bapamu" adalah
yang pertama dari semua hubungan manusia, dan semua hubungan manusia mesti terlebih dahulu mempunyai hubungan antara manusia dan
Tuhan sebagai asas. Semasa zaman Perjanjian Lama, tidak menghormati ibu bapa adalah dosa besar, dan mereka yang mengutuk ibu bapa mereka
berkemungkinan akan dihukum mati (Keluaran 21:17, Imamat 20:9). Sebagai contoh, anak lelaki Nuh dihukum kerana menentang bapanya ketika
Nuh mabuk (Kejadian 9:20-27). Walaupun demikian, hukum ini juga satu-satunya yang menjanjikan berkat kepada mereka yang memeliharanya;



oleh itu ia juga dipanggil "hukum dengan janji" (Efesus 6:2). Nikmat ini adalah panjang umur semasa di bumi. Oleh itu, saya percaya bahawa rasul
Yohanes hidup sehingga usia yang begitu tua mungkin kerana dia menjaga ibu Yesus sebagai ibunya. Tuhan mengizinkan dia menjadi satu-satunya
di antara murid-murid yang hidup hingga tua.

Seterusnya, "penghormatan anak-anak" diterjemahkan sebagai "penghormatan” dalam Bible International Version dan mempunyai beberapa
makna:

a. Untuk menghormati (Amsal 4:8)

b. Untuk menjaga (Mazmur 91:15)

¢. Menghormati (Imamat 19:3, 20:9)

d. Ketaatan (Ulangan 21:18-21, Efesus 6:1)

Kita akan memberi lebih tumpuan kepada manifestasi khusus dalam bidang pengasuhan dan manifestasi yang paling konkrit dalam bidang ini
ialah pemberian wang untuk menyara ibu bapa kita. Jika anak-anak berkata, "Wang yang sepatutnya saya berikan kepada anda telah diberikan
kepada Tuhan, dan tidak ada lagi wang untuk anda’, itu akan menjadi pengkhianatan yang besar. Tuhan Yesus mengajar di sini dalam Markus 7
bahawa jika kita ingin berbakti kepada ibu bapa kita, kita mesti melayani mereka. Dalam pengajaran, ini, Tuhan Yesus menegur orang Farisi kerana
membiarkan ibu bapa mereka dalam kemiskinan dan tidak menjaga mereka.

Daripada ayat 11 “Tetapi kamu memberikan ajaran berikut: Jika seseorang berkata kepada ibu bapanya, ‘Apa yang seharusnya saya gunakan untuk
menolong ayah dan emak, sudah saya jadikan Korban. Semuanya sudah saya persembahkan kepada Allah! 12 Maka orang itu tidak payah meno-
long ibu bapanya!, perkataan “korban” adalah sejenis persembahan hajat harta benda, yang berasal daripada janji Yefta (rujuk Mazmur 11:29-40).
Mana-mana harta yang ditetapkan sebagai "korban" oleh pemilik tidak boleh digunakan oleh orang lain. Masalahnya ialah wang itu tidak
digunakan sepenuhnya untuk tujuan keagamaan, tetapi digunakan untuk keperluan peribadi mereka sendiri. Oleh itu, ikrar “Korban” menjadi cara
anak-anak dapat mengelak daripada tanggungjawab mereka terhadap ibu bapa mereka seperti yang dinyatakan dalam Hukum Taurat. Beberapa
orang Yahudi yang tidak bertanggungjawab, sebagai penjaga harta mereka, menggunakan kaedah ini untuk berjanji untuk mendedikasikan harta
keluarga mereka kepada Bait Suci, tetapi sebenarnya menggunakan wang itu untuk keperluan peribadi, dengan itu mengelakkan tanggungjawab
memberi nafkah kepada ibu bapa mereka, dan membiarkan ibu bapa mereka dalam kemiskinan.

Kemudian dalam ayat 13, Yesus menegur orang Farisi, dengan berkata, “13 Dengan jalan ini ajaran yang kamu sampaikan kepada orang lain, menia-
dakan firman Allah. Banyak lagi perkara seperti ini yang kamu lakukan.” Orang Farisi telah ditegur kerana mereka

1. menggunakan satu ajaran alkitabiah (jangan melanggar ikrar anda) untuk membatalkan ajaran alkitabiah yang lain (hormati ibu bapa anda).
2. menerapkan ajaran Alkitab menurut perkataan satu petikan Kitab Suci tetapi mengabaikan semangat keseluruhan Alkitab.

Saudara dan saudari, sifat manusia kita boleh membawa kita untuk "meniadakan Firman Tuhan". Apabila kita menjadi orang Kristian, kita mesti
membaca Alkitab dengan baik dan hanya mengikut Firman Tuhan.

Bagaimanakah kita hanya mengikut Firman Tuhan dalam soal kewajipan kepada ibu bapa kita? Bagi anak-anak dewasa yang baru mula bekerja,
mereka mempunyai banyak tuntutan perbelanjaan dalam hidup seperti pelbagai pinjaman, insurans dan bil perubatan untuk dibayar yang selalun-
ya mereka merasakan bahawa mereka tidak mempunyai wang yang mencukupi. Walau bagaimanapun, jika ini menjadi alasan untuk tidak
memberi wang kepada ibu bapa kita dan tidak memberi mereka nafkah, kita benar-benar tidak taat.

Sebenarnya, saya rasa apa yang orang tua kita minta tidak seberapa, tapi yang paling penting ialah hati kita. Biarkan ibu bapa kita merasakan
ketaatan dan kasih sayang kita kepada mereka. Seorang ibu bapa mengadu, “Anak saya sangat tidak taat! Saya membesarkannya dan membiayai
pendidikannya sehingga dia tamat pengajian dan keluar bekerja sendiri. Tetapi apabila dia mula bekerja, dia tidak memberi saya wang.” Seorang
ibu lain berkongsi, “Anak perempuan saya sangat taat kepada saya! Dia memberi saya tiga ratus ringgit setiap bulan!” Ini menunjukkan bahawa
wang adalah benar-benar ungkapan paling konkrit mengenai ketaatan anak.

Jadi bagaimana kita hendak mengimbangi perbelanjaan dan pendapatan kita? Hari ini, ramai orang mengadu bahawa mereka tidak mempunyai
wang yang cukup. Ini kerana mereka tidak membuat bajet dengan baik dan membeli apa sahaja yang mereka mahu, tanpa memikirkan jika mereka
mampu. Kita perlu menjadi pengguna yang bijak dan bajet perbelanjaan kita. Dengan cara itu, bukan sahaja anda boleh membayar persepuluhan
anda, tetapi anda juga boleh menyokong ibu bapa anda dan mempunyai simpanan juga. Bandar Tasik Elsinore mempunyai keluarga besar yang
terkenal, Casons dan 17 anak mereka. Bapa, Dave Cason berumur 46 tahun dan pendapatan tahunannya ialah $80,000, termasuk bonus. Dia
seorang jurutera rangkaian. Ini adalah pendapatan biasa untuk pekerjaan seperti ini. Ibunya, Christi Cason, 42, adalah suri rumah sepenuh masa.

Persoalan yang timbul ialah adakah gaji bapa sahaja sebanyak $80,000, sebelum cukai, mampu menyara keluarga yang begitu besar? Jawapannya
ialah Ya. Ibu ini adalah "bendahari" keluarga. Dia mempunyai banyak cara untuk menjimatkan wang, seperti mengumpul kupon diskaun dan
membeli barangan runcit hanya apabila ada jualan murah. Apabila dia melakukan kerja yang baik dalam membuat belanjawan untuk perbelanjaan
ini, keluarga juga boleh pergi ke luar negara sekali setahun untuk bercuti. Jadi, tidak kira berapa banyak yang anda perolehi, setelah anda berbelan-
ja dengan baik dan tidak berbelanja secara rawak atau sesuka hati, anda masih akan mempunyai wang yang mencukupi. Selain itu, jika anda juga
memberi persepuluhan dan menyokong ibu bapa anda, saya percaya Tuhan akan memberkati anda dengan berlimpah.

Sebenarnya Allah yang memiliki segala-galanya tidak kekurangan apa-apa. Seperti yang dikatakan Mazmur 50:10-12: "kerana haiwan di hutan
milik-Ku, dan juga lembu di atas ribuan bukit. Semua burung liar kepunyaan-Ku, juga semua makhluk hidup di padang. Jika Aku lapar, Aku tidak
minta makanan daripada kamu, kerana dunia serta segala isinya milik-Ku” Walaupun demikian, Tuhan tidak memberitahu kita bahawa kita tidak
perlu memberi Dia wang; sebaliknya Dia berkata kepada orang Israel: ... “Bawalah seluruh persepuluhan kamu ke Rumah-Ku supaya ada banyak
makanan di sana. Ujilah Aku, maka kamu akan nampak Aku membuka tingkap-tingkap syurga dan melimpahi kamu dengan segala yang baik”
(Malaekhi 3:10)

Oleh itu, sebagai ibu bapa, anda tidak perlu menjadi lebih besar daripada Tuhan, dan jangan sekali-kali berkata kepada anak-anak anda, “lbu dan
bapa ada wang, jadi kamu tidak perlu memberikannya kepada kami.” Biarkan anak-anak anda belajar untuk menunjukkan kewajipan anak.
Anak-anak lelaki dan perempuan, walaupun ibu bapa anda mengatakan bahawa mereka mempunyai wang yang cukup, anda masih perlu
memberi mereka wang tepat pada masanya dan menunjukkan rasa hormat kepada mereka. Ingatlah untuk memberi dengan rela dan sukacita
kerana Tuhan berfirman, “Masing-masing harus memberi sebanyak yang telah ditentukannya. Orang harus memberi dengan rela dan sukacita,
kerana Allah mengasihi orang yang memberi dengan senang hati.” (2 Korintus 9:7) Jadi, apabila kita memberi wang kepada ibu bapa kita atau
memberi persembahan kepada Tuhan, kita hendaklah memberikannya dengan rela.

Saudara dan saudari yang dihormati, saya berharap bahawa melalui Hari Kewajipan Anak tahun ini anda akan sekali lagi merenungkan apa erti
kewajipan anak kepada ibu bapa dan ingat untuk menunjukkan rasa hormat kepada ibu bapa kita dengan cara yang paling praktikal. Amin.

Rev Chan Chok Ong
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Rencana Pengarang

Apabila saya merungut kepada ibu saya tentang kerja harian saya
mengapu daun di halaman rumah saya, dia tidak begitu bersimpati
dan berteriak bahawa dia ingin menyapu daun juga jika boleh! Ibu
saya yang akan berumur 971 tahun Julai ini tidak lagi kuat untuk
melakukan tugas seperti itu. Namun pada zaman mudanya, saya
tidak dapat mengingat 'keseronokannya' semasa menyapu daun di
rumah kami di Pulau Pinang! Begitulah kita, manusia; kita mengeluh
tentang pekerjaan kita, tugas harian dan tanggungjawab kita, tidak
menyedari bahawa kemampuan untuk melakukannya adalah
rahmat dari Tuhan dan akan diambil dari kita suatu hari nanti.

Ibu bapa muda sering merungut kerana kurang tidur pada waktu
malam, tidak menyedari bahawa keistimewaan menjadi ibu bapa
tidak diberikan kepada semua. Bayi membesar terlalu cepat dan
anak-anak anda akan meninggalkan rumah suatu hari sebelum
anda mengetahuinya. Kemudian anda ingin anak-anak anda
kembali dan akan menunggu dengan jangkaan dan keterujaan
untuk kepulangan mereka.

Kita merungut tentang kesibukan kita di tempat kerja, tidak meng-
hargai kemampuan yang diberikan Tuhan untuk bekerja dan
mencari rezeki. Tidak semua orang mempunyai pekerjaan yang
harus dilakukan setiap pagi.

Begitu H’uga, apabila Tuhan memanggil kita ke dalam pelayanan,
panggilan-Nya yang sangat sesuai dengan keadaan dan kemam-
puan kita sekarang, mempunyai had masa. Keupayaan kita, mental
atau fizikal akan berkurangan dengan usia dan tidak boleh dipan-
dang remeh.

Raja Salomo dalam Pengkhotbah 3:1 dengan bijak menyatakan
bahawa ‘Untuk segala sesuatu ada waktunya, dan ada waktunya
untuk setiap kegiatan di bawah langit!

Jadi marilah kita menikmati apa sahaja yang diberikan kepada kita
pada peringkat kehidupan kita ini. Nikmati dan hargai kemampuan
untuk melakukan apa yang Tuhan telah berikan untuk kita lakukan
dan peluang yang Dia tempatkan bagi kita. Lain kali apabila anda
menghantar anak-anak anda ke sekolah atau bangun di tengah
malam untuk memberi makan bayi anda atau menyapu daun di
halaman anda, bersukacitalah dan nikmati masa ini! Puji Tuhan!

Ketua Editor

The Editorial

When | lamented to my mum my daily chores of raking leaves in my
yard, she was least sympathetic and exclaimed that she wishes to
rake leaves too if she could! My mum who will be 91 years of age this
July is no longer strong enough to perform such task. However, in
her younger days, | could not recall her ‘enjoyment’ while raking
leaves in our home in Penang! Such are we, humans; we complain
about our work, our daily chores and responsibilities, not realizing
that the ability to do them are blessings from God and will be taken
from us one day.

Young parents often lament on their lack of sleep at night, not
realizing that the privilege of being parents are not accorded to all.
Babies grow up too fast and your children will leave home one day
before you know it. Then you wish to have your children back and
will wait with anticipation and excitement for their homecoming.

We complain about our busy schedules at work, not appreciating
the God-given ability to work and earn a living. Not everyone has a
job to go to every morning.

Likewise, when God calls us into a ministry, His calling that perfectly
matches our present circumstances and ability, has a time limit. Our
ability, mental or physical will diminish with age and should not be
taken for granted.

King Solomon in Ecclesiastes 3:1 wisely proclaimed that ‘There is a
time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven’

So let us enjoy whatever we are given to do at this stage of our life.
Enjoy and cherish the ability to do what God has given us to do and
the opportunities that He places us in. The next time when you are
ferrying your kids to school or waking up in the middle of the night
to feed your baby or even raking limitless leaves in your yard, rejoice
and enjoy the moment! Praise God!

The Editor

RERNE

LIADIBIRASI B RS ERT BE b F EAB I ROBISEAT, i
REBEOKAR, MNRESHE, bHEREEMM! 18155
FIRMINS T, WELKKENSBMXMREST. A, Hik
ICIEE SFRAIRHE, WAEBNEEMIREENHEES =%
CD BMARRXEE, BANEBERSHNNIE, BERE
BRSBBBATN L RENTE, MRERREIMXLERT
BENR LHRINE. MXBENEIFE—RESMHEAMNE LIBERFR
7.

FROXBEFEHNIGENERTENNG, REBRIIMRL
BRSNAZAARRESEN. HFRIKEART, BIRERE
REZAE, MK AT, B—RESBHR. FBRHRIRNS
AMFHERARFRERRMHERBA. REEHINIFIEE
FEMIIRAE.

B—E, BMNERETELNCR, ROSMELFTBTFHT
{EFORERES ], 2AM, FIEERE, AAREIABXREL, —
Wik, WEIENNZ.

B, SEIFEHRNIHANRERSETR, tHFESH1]IERAI8E
H=eWE. BNBEZAKANED, FERBH LTRSS
R LRy, HMEMEEFRABRMASS. Fit, WERTREN,
RROZAAN S RIERT =80

B IEEEERIEITE, REH
AT hSEHEEN. "

Eitt, IEFNZZERNEBIE N RBIRTF—T. FHE
EXALE BT ROIMEBAEEN, LURMZAFSTAIA
2. TR, BEREXZFERFR, SEFREERIRRITZ
¥, SRR BEETHONIE, BRERRHAZZI—
MNETIE,

E'

BR:  "NEEHETEH,



Methodism - The Religion of the Heart

John Wesley, the founder of
Methodism, may be thought of
by some, as a preacher who was
sub-theological and  merely
focused his teachings on practical
holy Christian living. However,
Wesley’s preaching was not
sub-theological, but rather it was
theology that made you sing -
that is what all Christians should
do!

In his early years, even after his
ordination as an Anglican Priest,
he was devoted to external,
religious forms. It was only after
his heart-warming experience at
Aldersgate on 24th May 1738,
that Christ became real in his life!
According to his journal, that evening he reluctantly attended a
meeting in Aldersgate. Someone read from Luther's Preface to the
Epistle to Romans. About 8:45 p.m. “while he was describing the
change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, | felt my
heart strangely warmed. | felt | did trust in Christ, Christ alone for
salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my
sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death

| can testify that | had a similar heart-warming experience as a student
studying in England in 1978 at the age of 20. As | was brought up in a
Methodist Christian home, | was always struggling with the question
of “How can | be saved as | see myself being such a wretched sinner? |
was never sure of my salvation until two brothers from the Christian
union in the college where | was studying my “A” Level came and
shared with me explaining to me that | can never earn my salvation
through pietism and good works. They explained to me the passage in
Ephesians 2:8-9, that was when | realized | can only be saved through
faith by trusting in Jesus Christ’s finished work on the cross and it is by
God'’s grace—by God extending His favour to me which | do not

| want to get off!

| went on my first ocean-go-
ing cruise in 1997. In the
liner was a fully equipped
gym which guests were
given free access to. The only
problem was that | had
never visited one before!
Anyway, | decided that it was
time to try out some of the
machines that everybody
was raving about, especially
when there was no other
person about at the time.
The easiest and most
user-friendly looking
machine seemed to be the
treadmill. So, | got on it and,
nothing happened! |
pressed  the  keyboard
randomly, and, lo and
behold, the thing started
running. After about five minutes, | decided it was enough, but | had no
idea how to stop it! So, | did the only thing possible under the circum-
stances: | swung up across the handle bars, hopped off, leaving it happi-
ly running, and hoped that somebody would come and stop it at some
point.

Brothers and sisters, do you sometimes find that life is like that? We
seemingly run an endless treadmill, exerting all our energies. Or, we ride
a merry go round, full of music, bright lights and colourful ponies, going
up and down, round and round, but moving absolutely nowhere. We

deserve. Thatis how | can be saved. At the moment of being assured of
my salvation, they laid their hands on me and prayed for me. That was
when | felt my heart strangely warmed (and even my whole body) as
the Holy Spirit came to dwell in me!

Therefore, to be sure, to be a Christian, meant more than behavioural
change. It meant changing of the heart. John Wesley insisted that
Christianity is the religion of the heart. This meant, among other
things, that the Christian recognises sin is rampant and pervasive, but
God’s grace is sufficient and complete!

Hence, Wesley’s teachings emphasise on heart religion. It is only when
someone has had an encounter with the Lord, has received the
assurance of salvation through Jesus Christ’s saving grace and realises
they have been justified by faith, that someone can really become a
Christian. Thus, for Wesley, justification is experiential. Justification is
something God does for us; giving us the new 'birth’which is regenera-
tion; something God does in us. Justification brings us to God; regen-
eration makes us want God.

Salvation does not just bring about holiness; it also brings happiness.
That’s why as Christians we should be holy and happy people! We
should not only believe, but must live out a life of holiness and happi-
ness! Indeed, true joy for the believer is only found when we worship
God from the heart!

Accordingly, we need the perfect righteousness of Christ, which is
purely found by the grace and favour of God in the salvation of sinners.
Personal holiness demands a response of nothing less than full surren-
der and devotion.

Wesley is firm on grace, but he teaches that grace leads to transforma-
tion. For Wesley, no one should be “content with any religion which
does not imply the destruction of all the works of the devil. Therefore,
this is the challenge to us as Christians: “Are we a holy and happy
people?”If not, may we desire and work at living a life of holiness and
happiness!

Servant of the Lord,
Bishop Emeritus Dr. James Kwang

Sermon by Dr Wong Chee May at TTMC on Sunday 13 March 2022

end up exactly where we started! | had a hamster who used to run
around on his little treadmill in his cage; he seemed very busy, but really,
got nowhere despite all his efforts.

Today’s Scripture lesson is a summary of what the Preacher, the writer of
Ecclesiastes, learned from his observation about life under the sun. Let
us assume that the Preacher mentioned was King Solomon. This collec-
tion of writing would then have been made near the end of his life,
when King Solomon was thinking how he could guide his son,
Rehoboam, to be heir to the kingdom which his father, King David, had
given to him. As the gift of wisdom was what God had given to Solomon
at his own request, let us come to listen as the Preacher speaks to us,
from the wealth of wisdom he had accumulated over the years, through
the experience of his triumphs, his gross mistakes, his failures and the
eventual coming to terms with his life and death. Let him teach us how
to look at life through glasses not tainted with frivolity or triteness, but
with care. Let us examine the verity of a life lived ‘'under the sun’and the
hope of a life lived ‘beyond the sun; held in the hand of God.

The beginning of our passage this morning introduces us to the futility
of a life lived ‘'under the sun; where everything that counts can be
quantified on earthly terms. What do we want out of life? Is it to matter:
to someone, or something? To accomplish something which would
make a name for ourselves, so that others will remember us, even after
we are dead and gone? Is that why we build the Great pyramids, the
Petronas Twin Towers? The world’s longest suspension bridge? Pastor
the biggest megachurch? Hold the longest prayer meeting?

Do they really matter? Or, are they “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the
Teacher.“Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” as the Preach-

er tells us in verse 2?



From verses 3-11, the Preacher gives us examples of things that seem to
change in appearance, but not in reality. He asks in verse 3:'what do
people gain from all their labours at which they toil under the sun?'He
answered, in Ecclesiastes 2: 18-21: | hated all the things | had toiled for
under the sun, because | must leave them to the one who comes after
me. 19 And who knows whether that person will be wise or foolish? Yet
they will have control over all the fruit of my toil into which | have
poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. 20 So
my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labour under the sun. 21
For a person may labour with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then
they must leave all they own to another who has not toiled for it. This too
is meaningless and a great misfortune’

The Preacher realistically understood his mortality, that he would die,
and then, all that his hard work had accumulated and accomplished
would be left behind to someone else. He could not control nor
determine what would happen after that.

The Chinese have a saying: the first generation worked hard to buy a
cow; the second generation rides the cow, and the third generation out
of poverty sells the cow. &=, MA4=, &4, This seems to imply that
prosperity in a family lasts at most three generations.

In King Solomon’s experience: his father David fought hard to become
king over a united Israel; King Solomon enjoyed the peace and luxury of
that kingdom; after him, his son, Rehoboam, will eventually lose the
kingdom foolishly, only managing to salvage Judah and Benjamin, and
ceding the other ten states of the northern kingdom to Jeroboam.

Using the examples of nature and human experience, in verses 4-9, the
Preacher talks about the ceaseless seasonal cycles of day and night, El
Nino and La Nina; the never-ending cycles of learning and forgetting, of
humanity repeating fatuous mistakes because we had chosen to ignore
or refused to learn from history. There is nothing new under the sun'was
his sombre conclusion.

Brothers and sisters, do you agree with him? Is there anything of which
one can say, “Look! This is something new"? Verse 10 asks. If you look at
the world now, you would realize that over 100 years ago, the world was
also gripped by a pandemic after the First world war, from February
1918 till April 1920. During that time, almost one third of the world’s
population (500 million) was infected by the Influenza AH1N1 virus and
almost 25-50 million people died. Today’s SARS Co-V 2 pandemic has
infected over 430 million people, and over 6 million people have died as
a result. This is the outcome, despite the giant strides made in modern
science with new vaccines hospital care and medication.

What about architectural accomplishments? Can anything compare to
the pyramids of Egypt? Even today, we have difficulty in understanding
how the Egyptians managed to construct them.

What about medical advances? To date, we have found it difficult to
replicate the science of mummification which the Egyptians practised
over 3500 years ago. Closer to home, the urine pregnancy test was
‘discovered’ in 1926, when scientists realized that the urine of women
could be used to determine their status of pregnancy. Did you know
that 3000 years earlier, the Egyptians were already doing that? They
would soak bags of barley and wheat in the urine of a pregnant woman.
If the urine caused accelerated growth of barley, it would be a girl; if the
bag of wheat showed accelerated growth, it would be a boy! | haven't
tried this out myself, so I don't know how accurate this is!

In verse 11:’No one remembers the former generations, and even those
yet to come will not be remembered by those who follow them’
Brothers and sisters, is this not so? How many of us remember who the
second Prime Minister of Malaysia was? Who won the Tennis French
Open in 2021? Who won the Oscar for Best Actor for 2021, in what
movie? Which country hosted the previous Summer Olympics in 2016?
Who is the current Miss World? Who is the fastest man in the world
today? Who is the richest woman?

All these people had given years of their lives working to be where they
are today, but, none of us even remember who they are!

And so it is with life: there are three inescapable facts which each one of
us must understand: Life is brief. Death is certain. Judgment is inevitable.
In light of these, how then should we live?

Brothers and sisters, today is the second Sunday in Lent. Lent is a period
of 40 days, beginning from Ash Wednesday and finishing on Easter
Saturday, when we remember Christ and His work of redemption for
humankind. We especially remember His temptation in the wilderness,
His suffering upon the cross for the sins of the world, His crucifixion,
death and burial. Lent should be a time for us to take stock, to reflect
upon our own lives, whether we have used the time God has given to us
wisely; how we have benefited others using the lot in life that we have
been gifted with, to recognize our own mortality and prepare for it, and
therefore, consider our accountability before God, our Creator and our
Judge.

If life were simply two dimensional, grounded merely on earthly terms,
it would make good sense to work hard and accumulate as much wealth
as we can, preparing for all eventualities, In the age to come, money,
food, clothes, make-up, jobs, marital relationships will no longer mean
the same thing as they do in this life.

On 01 July 1999, the RM 500 and RM 1000 bank notes were discontin-
ued, and the Malaysia Ringgit was disallowed to be used in foreign
exchange. Similarly, why do we want the currency of this world when it
is not ‘legal tender’ in the age to come when God is King? Jesus has
come teaching us to think in terms of a kingdom where there is no need,
no lack: a kingdom where our heavenly Father is Lord, Provider and
Giver of everything good and necessary for life: abundant life, eternal
life. This is the Kingdom that the Lord Jesus Christ inaugurated when He
died upon the cross and rose on the third day, when He overcame sin
and its resultant death. This is the life we are going to inherit by grace
through faith as the Holy Spirit’s born-again children of God.

To help us, Lent urges three spiritual disciplines: Prayer, Fasting and
Alms-giving.

Prayer: an intentional turning away from the lures of this world to God.
1. Letuslearn contentment at the feet of Jesus, determined to see the
fingerprints of our Creator God in all things around us

2. Let us re-learn what it is to wonder in awe as a little child at the
vastness of our universe and to marvel at beauty wherever He leads us
to be; where God can teach us to look into a face of ugliness and even
there find the image of Christ

3. We need to confess to God our tendency to wander away from His
side and His ways

4. We need to own up to our proneness to selfishness, arrogance and
hypocrisy

5. We should grieve over our desires for quick fixes and short cuts
rather than staying perseverance for the long haul

6. We must always remember to give thanks for the time He has given
us, whether long or short, to use it wisely, to worship Him as He
deserves, and to love one another as He has loved us

Fasting: to stay away from anything that diminishes us, that makes us
less like Christ.

1. We need to remember that love costs, that following Jesus means
denying self, taking up our cross daily and follow Him, wherever He
leads us, as our shepherd and the captain of our salvation, the author
and finisher of our faith

2. We must abstain from unkind words and bad thoughts, struggle
with negative attitudes and insensitivity with difficult people in our
lives; to not give up on people, or be too ready to prejudge people

3. We must learn to be generous with forgiveness, rather than to hold
grudges

Alms-giving: to bless others as God has blessed us, to act as channels of
His love.

1. Letus be ready to offer kindness and help, be it in word, action, food
or monetary aid

2. Seek to be generous with time, attention and effort, knowing that
everyone’s lot in life is different and difficult. We all stumble and fall
down. We all need encouragement. We need accepting grace even
more

3. Wemust seek the justice and rights which we desire for ourselves to
be also given to others



In Luke 12: 15-21, Jesus tells the parable of the Rich Fool:

15Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”

16And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man
yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself,'What shall | do?
I have no place to store my crops!

18"Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. | will tear down my barns and build
bigger ones, and there | will store my surplus grain. 19 And I'll say to
myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy;
eat, drink and be merry.”

20"But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for
yourself?’

21"This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but
is not rich toward God”

Who is a fool in the bible? Someone whose outlook of life is dull and
obstinate. Proverbs tells us 5 things about a fool:

1. He does not engage in a pursuit of wisdom

2. He who manifests a spiritual rather than a mental problem

3. Hewho enjoys his folly

4. He who has no reverence for truth

5. Hewhois a menace in society.

Brothers and sisters, the bible reminds us that the key to opening the
door to a life of meaning and purpose is given only to those who
remember who God is, and honour Him as such.

Ecclesiastes 12:13b-14:" Fear God and keep his commandments, for this
is the duty of all mankind. 14 For God will bring every deed into
judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.

Jim Elliot: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that
which he cannot lose”“Wherever you are, be all there! Live to the hilt
every situation you believe to be the will of God!”

Let us let Jesus have the last word on this matter: in John 10:10b‘l came
so that they could have life—indeed, so that they could live life to the
fullest!

Let us come to Jesus to receive a life that is worth living, and worship a
God who is worth loving. Let us pray for a life that is abundant and filled
with meaning and purpose, a life dedicated to the glory of God and to
the good of our brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus.

Amen.
Dr Wong Chee May

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 1: 1-11
1The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem:
2“Meaningless! Meaningless!”
says the Teacher.
“Utterly meaningless!
Everything is meaningless”
3What do people gain from all their labors
at which they toil under the sun?
4 Generations come and generations go,
but the earth remains forever.
5The sun rises and the sun sets,
and hurries back to where it rises.
6 The wind blows to the south
and turns to the north;
round and round it goes,
ever returning on its course.
7 All streams flow into the sea,
yet the sea is never full.
To the place the streams come from,
there they return again.
8 All things are wearisome, more than one can say.
The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing.
9 What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again;
there is nothing new under the sun.
10 Is there anything of which one can say,
“Look! This is something new"?
It was here already, long ago;
it was here before our time.
11 No one remembers the former generations,
and even those yet to come
will not be remembered
by those who follow them.

Do you remember your baptism?
To be honest, | don't. Many years
ago, when | needed to fill out a
church form, | could not remember
the date, the church where | was
baptised nor the pastor who
baptised me. That was also when |
found that | had lost my baptism
certificate! What a shame it is for a
pastor to lose his baptism certifi-
cate! | called my mom for help,
hoping that she could find it at her
house. Unfortunately, she couldn’t
find it either. But fortunately, she
found my twin brother’s baptism
certificate and as we were baptized together, | could use the same
information for the form.

On 15 March 1981, | was baptized by Rev Lee Jian Guang at Tien Nguon
Methodist Church, Bintangor. That means, | have been baptized for more
than 40 years. Thank God that | am what | am today because of God’s
grace, my parents who raised me up with God’s Word and the pastors
who discipled me in the past.

« Do you remember your baptism?

+ What really matters about baptism is NOT the date, the church
where you were baptised in or the pastor who baptised you, but
the meaning behind your baptism!

+ Baptism is NOT for a piece of paper.

« Baptism is NOT a procedure to get married in the church.

« Baptism is NOT a requirement to get buried in the Christian
graveyard.

« Baptism is NOT a ticket to heaven but..

Remember Your Baptism

- Baptism is a public declaration of faith in Christ.
« Baptism is a seal of ownership to God.

« Baptism is an initiation into Christ body.

« Baptism is a commitment to live for God.

Not only that, we must also receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit beside
the water baptism. John the Baptist said to the Pharisees, “I baptise you
with water for repentance...He (Jesus) will baptise you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire...” (Matthew 3:11). Jesus said to Nicodemus when
talking about the New Birth (Born again), “I tell you the truth, no one can
enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit”
(John 3:5) Therefore, both water and the Holy Spirit baptism are equally
important for the transformation of our life inwardly and outwardly.

Regarding the baptism of the Holy Spirit, John Wesley explains that the
born-again person could feel the grace, the peace, the joy and the love
of God poured into his heart by the Holy Spirit. But simply feeling good
or happy is NOT the new birth. The nature of new birth is the great
change which God works in the soul when He brings it to life. In other
words, you have to change in some ways if you are born again!

Brothers and sisters, REMEMBER your BAPTISM!

Don’t become an ALMOST Christian or a DEAD Christian who has
received water baptism for the wrong purposes. Don't become
hypocrites like the Pharisees who clean only the outside of the cup and
dish but are full of greed and self-indulgence inside.

Repent! For the kingdom of heaven is near!

Receive the baptism of water and receive the Holy Spirit!

Rev Jabez Tiong
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Have you ever wondered how Deaf people do church?

| was in a Deaf church here in Romania the first weekend | was here.
Apart from a few of us from the team who are hearing, and occasional-
ly some CODAs (child of deaf adult), everyone else was Deaf. Every-
thing was in Romanian sign language.

People were very friendly, many came up to say hi. With the limited
Malaysian sign language | knew, | tried to introduce myself. (FYI: sign
language is not universal, just like how we don't have a universal spoken
language). Thankfully, the Deaf were very understanding.

My favourite part was the singing. Very often, they would pick a Psalm
from the Bible and sing(sign) it, along with a beat - think Col 3:16 with
a twist. Sign language is very visual language, so instead of hearing it,
we see it. | thought it was really cool.

During the sermon, | tried my best to follow along. Sometimes there
were pictures, PowerPoint slides, and Bible verses that | could look up
in English, which helped. When it went too long without something |
could understand, my concentration started to lapse, and | started
getting bored. Then it occurred to me... That's what a Deaf person
feels on a weekly basis when the only option they have is a hearing
church with no interpreter!

But it doesn't always have to be this way. The Deaf are capable of
leading Deaf churches and understanding the Bible for themselves,
given that they have access to it in a language that they understand
best - sign language.

LANGUAGE LEARNING

| have been learning Romanian and Romanian Sign Language with a
method called the Growing Participator Approach, where we
approach language learning as children, seeking to participate and
learn about the host's world through their lens.

Our Romanian language helper, or "Nurturer" is lulia, a young Roma-
nian university student whom I've really enjoyed getting to know - our
lessons are always lots of fun. As for Romanian sign language, our
language helper is Remus, a Deaf artist, who is teaching us not only
the language, but also providing us a window into Deaf culture.

To give you an idea how our Romanian language lessons look like...

Figure 1- Lots of toys, pictures and pointing.

| used to see language learning as a barrier or obstacle to overcome
before we can get to the "real work" of ministry, but now I'm starting
to see otherwise - language learning can be very relational if you're
intentional about it!

I've had many opportunities to talk about God in the process of
language and culture learning, whether it's to encourage fellow
believers or to share with unbelievers what Jesus means to me. Praise
God for these conversations, and may He continue to grant more, that
it may bring Him glory.

INTRODUCING MY HOUSEMATE, REBEKAH
You're probably going to hear about her or see her in my pictures a lot,
so | thought | should introduce her.

Rebekah is from Canada, and we're here on the same training
program. We didn't know each other before this, but we decided to
live together, which has turned out to be a huge blessing. Praise God
for a wonderful apartment and a lovely housemate!

Figure 2- With my housemate Rebekah, at my favourite time of the day ;)

| can't say this enough, but thank you so much for your support and
prayers! God does hear and answer your prayers. Do know that | pray
for you often too.

Love from Romania,
Amy Ting

The original article was published as shown in the link below:
https://mailchi.mp/a31dd9ef85b9/romania-ram-
blings-take-me-to-a-deaf-church?e=9298dca064



IS + Yeunsclling, necessary?

Counsellors have been around for long
time; however, it has never been a popular
or a properly understood profession.
Often, it gets confused or overlooked with
professions such as the psychologist,
therapist, social worker, psychiatrist and
other professionals. During the duration of
my learning to be in the profession, it has
often been questioned if other health
professionals even knew what role the
counsellor plays in the industry. Counsel-
ling has a very similar meaning to advising,
however the role of a counsellor is not to
tell a person what to do, but to support
and guide the person. This is performed
via exploration and understanding of one’s
emotions, which allows an individual to
better decide for themselves a suitable
path. This is done as problems come with
unseen factors, and much is left unseen,
with various prejudices and viewpoints
obscuring the full picture.

Counsellors focus on emotional and

behavioral changes to cope with problematic situations, and this
takes time. Often, | use the example of their mental health being like a
muscle which is often neglected. It takes times to strengthen it and if
you do not take care of it, it affects other parts of your body. You do
not merely go to a gym for an hour and expect to see results. The
process can also require facing pain. Furthering the analogy, when a
muscle is neglected, often you do not see or feel the ill effects until it
is too late. There are many different ways to strengthen a muscle and
there isn't one method that fits everyone. Likewise, there are many
professions that support mental health including professions such as
teachers, human resource personnel, and even talking to a friend or
loved one can have the same impact as counselling. However, a
counsellor focuses on providing solutions in a safe and non-judgmen-
tal environment, using techniques for situations that over years of
research have proven to be effective without putting much focus on
labels or the use of medicines.

Working with the younger generation has been a blessing and has
been rather inspirational. My original response when working with
this age group was that it would be difficult. It would not be easy to
discuss topics such as self-harm, suicide, gender identity, sex and
many more with a young group, especially with someone who is still

considered a stranger. However, we need to
understand that for a generation growing up with
technology, the majority would already know and
have been exposed to these topics. From movies,
videos, social media and even friends that open
their minds to such issues at a young age, they
merely seek further guidance on how to handle it.
Occasionally, students seeing me will tell me
‘Don't tell my parents’ or ‘my parents would not
understand’ or ‘| have been afraid to come to talk
to someone about my problem’ Usually, this is
due to the stigma put in them about mental
health from society, passed down through gener-
ations of thinking that if they reveal their
problems or see a counsellor, there must be some-
thing ‘wrong’ with them.

It is sad, as often, they are told things like ‘stop;
‘control yourself,‘behave; ‘don’t be childish; ‘that’s
not how your friend/brother/sister acts, but that
does not help them handle the problem; rather it
encourages them to conceal it. This ends up
becoming much like a pressure cooker, waiting to
explode if they can't find a way to properly let out
the steam. It also creates a communication barrier between the parent
and child while letting the child feel they can’t be themselves. God
created us with emotions both positive and negative for a reason. We
should not try to eliminate or hide negative emotions but instead
learn and openly discuss how to use it to benefit us, for example, using
anger to protect, stress to motivate, sadness to show empathy and
kindness. Everyone benefits from a little extra support/guidance and
this is true for any age. Often, most are just uncertain how to express
themselves properly, getting lost or misguided by media and lack of
information. Thus, counsellors are trained in this area to be sensitive
and identify the needs or problems so as to guide a person to look for
possible solutions to the issue using their own strengths.

In conclusion, is counselling necessary? | would say it is the same if
you ask me, is church necessary? You can be a faithful child of God
without going to church. However, going to church provides a nurtur-
ing environment and guidance that allows you to grow closer with
God. Without guidance and nurturing, will mean less support to the
person and leaving them more vulnerable to whatever comes.

Rebecca Chang

The Great Commission

SEVEN! That was how long it took me to finish my Masters in Christian Studies (MCS) in the
Theological Education by Extension or more popularly known as T.E.E. The journey was not a
breeze as | thought when I first begun. However, by the grace of God, the journey turned out to
be a journey of discovery. Just when | thought it was a journey of discovery about God, it was
also a journey of discovery about myself. Just when | thought theological education is a destina-
tion, | discovered that it is a progressive process that needs constant unlearning, learning,
relearning and constant adaptation. Just when | thought, with the pandemic around, our
graduation could only be done online, God provided the opportunity for us to have a physical
thanksgiving graduation ceremony at St Thomas Cathedral, Kuching. God’s grace has been
unfailing, and it comes in unexpected ways.

When [ first received my graduation gown in late August 2021, the photo studios did not accept
children below 12 years old for our family portrait. It has been something my wife was looking
forward to. Who would have known? Just when matters did not look promising, a Thanksgiving
ceremony was arranged to be held here in Kuching and my family and | would be able to take
our family portrait, with me in my graduation gown! Nonetheless, the Lord reminded me that
this is not the destination and that we ought to continue to grow in our journey of faith,
knowing Him through the study of the Scripture and through fellowship among believers. Lest
we forget, our mission comes with a commission - His last commandment before ascension
must be our first priority. Let us all be reminded of the great commission lest it becomes the
great omission! Grace and Peace to us all.

PHOTE RALLIRY

Garry Lin
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It is a principle generally acknowledged and practiced that a student in
search of scholarship should apply for all that he/she qualifies for. The
award of a scholarship is unpredictable and depends on what others
may call‘luck’but what we call‘God’s will’ A poster child with full straight
A+s and a good record of participation in Co-curriculum activities may
not succeed in his/her application; one with a blank application may
even be awarded the scholarship - “The Lord gives and the Lord takes
away. Praise the name of the Lord!” (Job 1:21 Easy-to-Read Version)

With that in mind, | applied for the ASEAN Scholarship in the May/June
2021 while I was in Year 11, not thinking too seriously of it. My parents
encouraged me to just go ahead and try for the “experience” and
thinking nothing could hurt, | went ahead. In my mind | had already
planned to follow the path my sister took for her further studies: head to
MCKL for A Levels in July 2022 then to the UK for university.

That was, until an email came for the selection test. The test was in the
middle of my IGCSEs (equivalent to SPM) so | prepared for it the best |
could with resources from my school teachers. Another two weeks later,
an email for an interview came. The interview was held right after my
High School Graduation Ceremony, and | fumbled my way through the
short, 20-minute interview. In my nervousness | gave honest answers
that | thought were plainly unattractive to my panel of interviewers.
Thinking | did the very worst, | dare not send a thank-you email or even
notify my mentors.

Until two to three weeks later, on the 7th of December 2021, an email
arrived. “Congratulations! You have been awarded the ASEAN Scholar-
ship” With that heading, joy and anxiety both blossomed in my heart -
my life plans so far has been flung out the window in that instant. |
remembered telling Mdm. Re Gal, my career counsellor that | was 79%
sure to stick to my plans. After all, | was afraid of Singapore’s A Levels that
was much more challenging than the International A Levels | had
planned to take. Many people had explained that | would encounter the
“big fish small pond” problem where in being surrounded by bright and
accomplished peers, my self-esteem would be shattered by my medioc-
rity. | had to drop SPM, something | had worked towards for the past 5
years externally. My father was very displeased by this fact as it meant |
could not apply for Malaysian scholarships or come back to work in
Malaysia (unless | sit for the exam later).

| committed the next few days to praying as | had to reply to them within
a week. The next day, as | was praying, | felt God calling me to head to
Singapore for a season of moulding, as this was the door He had opened
for me and the paths He had prepared for me. He led me to Deuterono-
my 1:19-33 “Israel’s Refusal to Enter the Land”. The passage was about
how God commanded the Israelites to enter the land of Amorites, a
portion of the Promised Land (Genesis 15:18-21) yet they disobeyed Him
as they were afraid of the Amorites and their fortified cities in the land of
Kadesh-Barnea. A bit later on, they confessed their sins and prepared for
battle, but God told them to stop as“He was not in their midst” (Deuter-
onomy 1:42, ESV). The Israelites promptly disobeyed God and suffered a
defeat where they were driven from Mt Seir all the way to Hormah
(name meaning “devoted to destruction”). You can probably imagine
how fearful | felt. In my situation, | was the Israelites - obeying God
would mean entering the land in February, when God first calls as
opposed to going to KL of my own accord and getting defeated in July.
“Okay God, if that is the case, convince my father (a pre-believer)” |
remembered praying.

On the very same night, my father came back singing a different tune.

Convinced by his friend who assured him of NUS world ranking (ref:
https://www.topuniversities.com/universities/national-univer-
sity-singapore-nusifprofile-university, QS University World Ranking), he
fully encouraged me to choose whichever options | would like. God
displays His perfect timing by being so quick to answer my prayers and
convincing both my father and | on the very same day.

The next family member was my mother who was worried about how |
would handle the stress. God answered her as well because one day
while she was cleaning her desk, she stumbled upon a note that said:
“Life has meaning only in the struggle. Triumph or defeat is in the hands
of God. So let us celebrate the struggle” This quote was taken from a
Swahili Warrior Song mentioned in Bishop Lau’s sermon on 2 August
2020 entitled “I Will Continue to Love God, But..." While reading, these
words switched on a lightbulb and touched her heart, so she gave me
her blessing to walk this path.

Apart from that, | really thank God for the blessings from my community
and church. He has sent people to pray alongside me during that fateful
week. I've had calls and consultations with pastors, church elders, my
career counsellor, dad’s friends and more. My aunty advised me to
negotiate with God, so on the 10th of December that was promptly
what | did. I had a long list of requests in my head, but that morning as |
prayed the Spirit compelled me to list down three only. “After all, if these
requests please God, He would grant me good academic results as well”
| thought (with Solomon’s request and Matthew 6:33 in my mind). |
presented my requests to the Lord namely:

1) that Holy Spirit will keep me ever close to Him amidst all difficulties
2) that God will provide me with a healthy Christian community/church
and support system

3) that God would assign me good teammates for Project Work (a
component in school).

Now it was God’s turn to give His terms:

1) Continue to have quiet time with Him no matter what

2) Serve in the church in Singapore

3) Practice good time management

We shook on it. God has also taken care of my unspoken requests as well.
Although | could not go to Methodist College Kuala Lumpur (MCKL),
God has sent me to a Methodist Institution in Singapore as well-
Anglo-Chinese Junior College.

Throughout this entire experience, I've learned that men may plan, but
ultimately God knows best, and He is sovereign and in control. Just as it
is written in Proverbs 16:9, “In their hearts, human plan their course, but
the Lord establishes his step”. As to where I'll go after A Levels, | don't
quite know yet; but | rest assured that | shall be walking in the paths that
God has prepared for me. As my new Junior College’s motto states, “To
God be the Glory, the Best is yet to be".

Rui Yu



My name is Wong Shu Shan.
I am from Selangor, and am
currently staying in
Kuching, pursuing my
Masters in Counselling in
one of the local universities
in Sarawak. As for my age, |
am a 7-day old Christian
baby.

I would like to thank God for
giving me this golden
opportunity to share my
journey of salvation with
you all, and I'm really happy
and excited to share.
Throughout the journey, |
would say that | had a very
amazing and wonderful experience. | was born and raised in a
Buddhist-Tao family. In 2015, | became a devoted Buddhist, and for
those who have known me, you'll definitely link my identity with
Buddhism. Back then, | have never ever thought that one day | would
become a Christian.

Despite coming having a Buddhist background, | have uncles and
aunties who are Christians. In fact, one of my aunties, just became a
Christian a few years back. Even though | do not know much about
Christianity, the one thing that | see in Christians is that they are so
loving, accepting and kind towards one another. Since young, | have the
thought of hoping to grow up in a Christian family that celebrate Christ-
mas together, go to church on Sundays, pray together before meals and
carolling during Christmas. But | know that all of this would not be
possible as my family members are committed Buddhist. Hence, |
followed my family to the temples since young and have joined many
Buddhism activities. In spite of this, | am thankful to God that | was
brought up in a family that holds certain values.

In 2016, | came to Kuching for my undergraduate studies. | thank God
that | got my first choice, which is in Social Work Studies. The first day
when | stepped on Sarawak land, | immediately fell in love with this
wonderful place; the environment, the people, the surroundings, and
the culture. After | have graduated, | thank God that | am able to contin-
ue my Masters in Counselling from the same local university. One thing
that led me to further my studies right away was because of my hope to
stay longer here in Sarawak. Thankfully my parents and relatives are all
very supportive for me to further my studies.

In August last year, | moved out from my friend’s house, as | needed to
find a place nearer to where | will do my internship. Back then, | was not
a Christian yet, but deep down inside me, | was hoping that | can stay
with someone who is a Christian so as to know more about Christianity.
With God’s grace, when | moved into the house where | am still staying
right now, there’s a sticker on the wall with this phrase‘God is Love Hp&R

The € reatest (

Z{/R. The moment | saw the words on the wall, | was really surprised. My
housemate who is a Christian was the first person who introduced me to
Jesus.

Then in December last year, | have a very strong urge to go to church for
the Christmas service. Sister Re Gal, invited me to Trinity Methodist
Church, and that day my life changed. After the service, the liturgist
announced that they will be going to Kampung Kudei to distribute
Christmas gifts. The first thought that came into my mind was: Oh, I'm
definitely joining! | approached brother Raymond to ask about the
details, and | got to know sister Judith outside the Sanctuary. She
brought me for breakfast and we went together to Kampung Kudei. She
invited me to her house for Christmas dinner too. | would like to take this
opportunity to thank sister Judith for her kindness and love. That whole
day was the greatest Christmas gift that I've ever received from God. |
felt the inner peace, inner joy, inner happiness, and it has filled the
emptiness in my heart. That day onwards, | told myself that | will
definitely attend the Sunday services.

The next day, | went for Sunday worship. Throughout the service, | felt
like God was speaking to me. The preaching and the songs that we sung,
truly touched my heart. During the silent prayer, that was the first time |
prayed to Jesus. In my prayer, | said: Lord Jesus, please help me with my
struggles. | know that when | choose to receive you as my Lord and
Saviour, | will be facing a lot of struggles and challenges because | was
an active member in my previous religion’s organisation. As | am very
new to Christianity, all | know is that to put your trust in the Lord, and He
will take care of you. So, | chose to trust Him.

As God works in mysterious ways, it only took me 5 days to overcome my
inner fears and doubts. God has truly answered my prayer in many ways.
One of it was sending someone who was previously a devoted Buddhist
but now a devout Christian to share his testimony with me. He even
gave me the Holy Bible. The moment | received the Bible, | felt that I've
received the greatest gift from our Heavenly Father.

| accepted Christ as my Lord and Saviour on the Watchnight Holy
Communion Service. | am happy to announce to the whole world that |
am now a child of God, and despite knowing that | will still be facing
many struggles and challenges, | am willing to take up my cross, and
follow Jesus Christ.

All'in all,  would summarise my whole experience in a song titled:
Alll once held dear by Robin Mark.

Thank you, dear Lord, for your Grace.
Thank you, brothers and sisters in Christ,
Thank you TMC,

May God bless every one of us, Amen!

Wong Shu Shan
7th January 2022

A True Story To Relate

We went for Holy Communion
last Sunday at Trinity Methodist
Church. We queued up and
when we reached the front, we
knelt down with our left hand
opened, palms up and right
thumb and fingers closed to
receive the bread and wine.
Pastor came and gave us a
small plastic receptacle with
the wine, saying the Body of
Christ. We prayed, eyes still
closed but alas, no bread was
delivered to the left hand.

We were kneeling there for a
long time and as pastor came a
second round, he asked if we
wanted to be prayed for. We

told him that we have yet to receive the bread. As we opened our eyes,
we saw a broken piece of biscuit on the top of the sealed receptacle but
could not figure out where the bread for us was.

Then the helper came and pointed to the sealed biscuit on top of the

wine. Realising the sealed biscuit, we tried to peel off the cover but

failed. The assistant pastor quickly and deftly peeled off the cover and

delivered the bread to us and all was good after that.

Lessons learnt:

1. The failure of communication due to Covid. Remote meetings had not
trumped over physical ones.

2.The failure of the older person’s eyes and fingers. We are Creatures of
habit. Our minds are so imprinted with our old ways, our eyes do not
see what is right in front of us and our fat fingers are not adapted to
peel off the covers without spilling the wine or breaking the bread.

3. Jesus has freely given His Body and Blood for us. Let not Covid, nor any
physical constraints put a barrier for us to freely receive His love and

forgiveness.

By Dr John Chew



@ A Tribute to my dog Bibi '

Bibi was such a beautiful and wonderful gift entrusted to me from our
good Lord to bless me from October 2007 till December 2021.

She was presented to me as a tiny, cute dog when she was 1-2 months
of age. She had a pair of big eyes with a tiny body that was covered
with skin disease. | remembered vividly how she showed up sitting in
front of my front door. Imagine, she was so tiny that she could crawl
through the stainless-steel frame of our front gate. That same
afternoon, the Vet whom | bought Bibi to, was not so optimistic of its
chances of survival. The rest was history of how she survived and
thrived.

From the year 2021 till now, | went through the painful journey of my
dogs going through sickness, ageing and death. My dogs, no doubt,
are members of my family. The emotions of losing them are as real as
losing our loved ones.

Toward the second half of 2021, | noticed that Bibi, though still as
energetic as before, began to change in her habits. She used to be a
bossy dog who would dominate over my other two dogs, Harry and
Naughty. | noticed that she had lost that position of dominance and
was rather insecure, tailing me whenever | was with them. During the
night, instead of resting at her favourite spot, she began to switch to a
distant spot, away from the other two dogs.

Sensing that my dogs are getting old and since they all like to rest in
the coolness of the house, we allowed them to rest in the kitchen. We
then realized each time her difficulty
when she tried to lie down or get up.
Dogs age like humans too. They have
stiff joints and their legs, especially
the hind legs are getting weak. The
muscles are not as strong. One day, |
realized that Bibi's fur around her
backside was wet. From then on, she
was incontinent.

Bibi was frustrated, anxious and lost
her usual confident energetic self.
Webpage information says that Bibi
was probably showing signs of
dementia.

On the last day of 2021, | came back

late from work. | arrived home at 6:30pm and | saw my friend’s car
parked outside my house. When | went in, the other two dogs were
wagging their tails to welcome me, but | did not see Bibi. When my
friend opened the gate to go into my house, Bibi must have walked
out through the gate and out of my life. | spent hours looking for her,
knowing that she will be so terrified if she hears firecrackers later that
night. | went with a broken heart to the Church’s watchnight service
that evening, knowing somehow that she had just left as suddenly as
she had come 14 years ago.

I was terribly sad as | felt that | had overlooked and neglected her ways
of asking for help. During the last two months of her life, she was
desperately trying to get my attention, but | had done so little to help
her. | know that | had often told her that | love her. Yes, indeed | truly
loved her but at the same time, my love is so divided as my heart is so
full of many other things. | did not take the time to show enough love
to her.| could have done more!

| believe that the Holy Spirit is teaching me through everything that
was happening in my life, be it happy or sad, gain or loss. It could be a
time for me to reflect my life. | began to ask, “Lord, what is it that you
are showing me about myself? What is it that you are teaching me?
What is it that you want me to change from this experience?”.

Losing Bibi, caused me to realize that we often assume that we plan
our own lives and think we hold the plan in our hands. Our minds often
expect things to happen as we envisioned it. We are seldom prepared

for things that will be out
and beyond our hands. But
no! Life is in fact not in our
hands. Our life is in our
Master’s hands. Losing Bibi,
taught me to let go of my
grips on treasures of my
heart but to trust that God
knows better and that He is
always good. In the early
hours of 2022, God was
teaching me to let go and
let Him have the treasures
in my heart.

Secondly, | realized that
love towards a loved one is
| best expressed in action
§ _.{‘i' while we are still given the

privilege to do so. Do what
we can so that our love
towards our loved one is obvious and felt by them. Loving my Bibi is
my duty as | am her Master. How different is this Master of Bibi as
compared to our Master, Lord Jesus? We do not deny the challenges as
we learn to grow to love as Christ loved. The challenges lie in recogniz-
ing our own brokenness and overcoming them with God’s grace and
help. Most people will likely say that | loved my Bibi very much. But |

know and God knows too that there are areas which | could have done
more. But the Holy Spirit reminded me that | should not continue to
feel sorry for things | have failed to do but rather to strive for the things
that | can do now. By God’s grace, we will strive to do our best in things
that He has entrusted us with and to show love to all that He has sent
to us with our best intentions and capacity. May God help us all to
continue to grow our faith in Him through our life’s journey here on
earth, growing through all life’s incidents and daily experiences. In all
things, we are to thank Him, honour Him and glorify Him. For He is our
God and there is no other but Him that deserves all our worship and
praise.

Judith Tang
N



Ingatlah Pembaptisan Anda

Adakah anda ingat pembaptisan
anda?

Sejujurnya, saya tidak.
Bertahun-tahun yang lalu, apabila
saya perlu mengisi borang gereja,
saya tidak ingat tarikh, gereja
tempat saya dibaptiskan mahu-
pun pastor yang membaptiskan
saya. Ketika itu saya juga
mendapati bahawa saya telah
kehilangan sijil pembaptisan saya!
Sungguh memalukan seorang
pastor kehilangan sijil pembaptis-
annyal Saya menghubungi ibu
saya untuk mendapatkan bantu-
an, berharap dia dapat mene-
muinya di rumahnya. Malangnya, dia juga tidak dapat menemuinya.
Tetapi mujurlah, dia menemui sijil pembaptisan saudara kembar saya
yang pada masa itu kami dibaptis bersama, saya boleh menggunakan
maklumat yang sama untuk borang tersebut.

Pada 15 Mac 1981, saya telah dibaptiskan oleh Rev Lee Jian Guang di
Gereja Methodist Tien Nguon, Bintangor. Ini bermakna, saya telah
dibaptis selama lebih daripada 40 tahun. Syukur kepada Tuhan kerana
saya seperti sekarang ini kerana kasih karunia Tuhan, ibu bapa saya
yang membesarkan saya dengan Firman Tuhan dan para pastor yang
memuridkan saya pada masa lalu.

« Adakah anda ingat pembaptisan anda?

« Apayang benar-benar penting tentang pembaptisan BUKAN
tarikh, gereja tempat anda dibaptis atau pastor yang
membaptis anda, tetapi makna di sebalik pembaptisan anda!

«  Pembaptisan BUKAN untuk sehelai kertas.

«  Pembaptisan BUKAN tatacara untuk berkahwin di gereja.

« Pembaptisan BUKAN persyaratan untuk dikebumikan di tanah
perkuburan Kristian.

«  Pembaptisan BUKAN tiket ke syurga tetapi..
» Pembaptisan adalah pengisytiharan umum tentang iman
kepada Kristus.
Pembaptisan adalah meterai pemilikan kepada Tuhan.
«  Pembaptisan adalah satu permulaan ke dalam tubuh Kristus.
« Pembaptisan adalah komitmen untuk hidup bagi Tuhan.

Yohanes Pembaptis berkata kepada orang Farisi, “Aku membaptis
kamu dengan air untuk pertaubatan... Dia (Yesus) akan membaptis
kamu dengan Roh Kudus dan dengan api...” (Matius 3:11). Yesus
berkata kepada Nikodemus ketika bercakap tentang Kelahiran Baru
(Lahir semula), “Yesus menjawab, “Apa yang Aku katakan ini benar:
Tidak mungkin seorang pun menikmati Pemerintahan Allah, kecuali
dia dilahirkan daripada air dan daripada Roh Allah.” (Yohanes 3:5) Oleh
itu, kedua-dua air dan pembaptisan Roh Kudus adalah sama penting
untuk perubahan hidup kita secara dalaman dan luaran.

Mengenai pembaptisan Roh Kudus, John Wesley menjelaskan bahawa
orang yang dilahirkan semula dapat merasakan kasih karunia, damai
sejahtera, sukacita dan kasih Tuhan yang dicurahkan ke dalam hatinya
oleh Roh Kudus. Tetapi hanya merasa baik atau gembira BUKAN kelahi-
ran baru. Sifat kelahiran baru adalah perubahan besar yang dikerjakan
Tuhan dalam jiwa apabila Dia menghidupkannya. Dengan kata lain,
Anda harus berubah dalam beberapa hal jika anda dilahirkan semula!
Saudara-saudari, INGATLAH PEMBAPTISAN anda!

Jangan menjadi Kristian yang HAMPIR atau Kristian MATI yang telah
menerima pembaptisan air untuk tujuan yang salah. Jangan menjadi
munafik seperti orang Farisi yang hanya membersihkan bahagian luar
cawan dan pinggan, tetapi di dalamnya penuh dengan ketamakan
dan kesenangan diri.

Bertaubatlah! Kerana kerajaan syurga sudah dekat!
Terima baptisan air dan terima Roh Kudus!

Rev. Jabez Tiong

Sentiasa Beandoa dan ﬁ@m

aga-jaga

Di setiap perjalanan kisah hidup
kita, bagi orang yang percaya dan
beriman kepada Tuhan Yesus
harus sungguh-sungguh
mengandalkan Dia untuk setiap
penyertaan kehidupan sikular kita.

Tuhan mengerakkan hati saya
untuk satu destinasi yang sangat
memenuhi keinginan rohani saya
untuk bersama dengan Dia di
dalam satu roh untuk menyelami
betapa Tuhan Yesus mengasihi kita dan Dia mahu bersama menyertai
kita walau sekecil apapun yang kita lakukan dan bertindak
semahu-Nya.

Pelayanan Wanita BM telah mengadakan Retreat Wanita ke Gereja
Methodist Petra di Bau pada 4-5 Mac 2022. Perjalanan saya bersama 12
wanita ke sana dan ke gunung doa memberi saya satu ruang di hati
saya untuk satu tanggungjawab yang harus dipikul oleh setiap orang
percaya, iaitu sentiasa berdoa dan berjaga-jaga. Saya bersyukur dan
memuji Tuhan walaupun pada malamnya kami di serang oleh sekum-
pulan lebah yang membuat sarangnya di atas lobang paip air di
sebelah kiri bangunan depan gereja.

Puji syukur tidak ada yang di antara kami yang terkena sengatannya.
Terima kasih pada Pastor yang memanggil Pegawai Bomba dari
daerah Bau untuk mengusir lebah itu. Pada petang hari pertama kami
disana tetapi pada malamnya lebah itu tetap keluar untuk mencari
siapa yang menceroboh tempat kediamannya mahluk ciptaan Allah,
pencipta kita juga.

Ada sinonimnya lebah dan kita sebagai manusia ciptaan Tuhan, pada
hari ke enam di mana Allah melihat seluruh hasil karya-Nya itu
sungguh baik sekali. Kejadian 1:31.

Kejadian 1:26-27 Allah menciptakan kita manusia menurut rupa
diri-Nya. Dari sinilah mulanya salsilah kita manusia bermula. Dan dari
sinilah fungsinya manusia harus bergerak dan berjalan bersama

bergandingan tangan dengan Allah pencipta kita yang telah memberi
kita bagi orang yang percaya kasih karunia-Nya yang cukup berharga
iaitu pengorbanan-Nya di atas kayu salib. Justeru itu jangan mengang-
gap kasih karunia Yesus di kayu salib sangat murah.

Hati dan roh saya sangat berduka cita dan terggangu pada malam hari
ketika saya tidak dapat tidur. Apabila saya belajar dan menyelami hati
Tuhan Yesus ketika dia di Taman Getsamani. Matius 26:36-45 Yesus
pada malam Dia dikhianati. Yesus berdoa dengan iman yang penuh
percaya, doa menyerahkan diri kepada kehendak Bapa di syurga.

Yang jadi masalah manusia dan orang yang percaya ialah masih
percaya dan melihat difinisi dunia global sekarang ini yang penuh
kepura-puraan dan tipu daya si ular tua itu. Dunia dilanda Covid-19
pada Oktober 2019 hingga sekarang sudah hampir 3 tahun. Dunia kita
sengsara, kita dilanda virus corona.

Mari kita lihat nubuatan nabi Yohanes di kitab Perjanjian Baru iaitu
Wahyu 16:15 -“Dengarlah! Aku datang seperti pencuri! Berbahagialah
orang yang berjaga-jaga dan siap berpakaian, sehingga mereka tidak
berjalan dalam keadaan telanjang dan dipermalukan di hadapan
umum!”

Wahyu 3:3 -“Ingatlah kembali apa yang telah diajarkan kepada kamu
dan apa yang telah kamu dengar. Taatilah semuanya dan bertaubatlah
daripada dosa kamu. Jika kamu tidak bangun, Aku akan datang
kepada kamu seperti pencuri dan kamu tidak akan mengetahui
saatnya Aku datang.”

Renungan Firman Tuhan pada hari Retreat itu di Efesus 4:17-24 sangat
tegas mengenai kehidupan rohani kita orang percaya dan sangat
memberi pencerahan yang mendalam di dalam kehidupan saya
sebagai orang percaya. Firman Tuhan ini berkata di ayat 20: kerana kita
telah mendengar tentang Yesus dan menerima pengajaran di dalam
Dia menurut kebenaran yang nyata. Amin!

Kita harus berada dalam hadirat Tuhan supaya kita tidak

diumbang-ambing oleh ajaran dan ideologi dunia.

Colin Nujee P10



Asal Kita Sanggup, Tuhan Pasti Beri Kemampuan
Untulh Melakubannya

Saya bersyukur kerana Tuhah
beri saya kesempatan untuk
membuat kesaksian saya sepan-
jang di dalam pelayanan saya.

Di dalam pelayanan yang
ditugaskan kepada saya
kadang-kadang saya ragu-ragu
sama ada saya mampu atau
tidak untuk melakukannya. Apa
yang saya jawab ketika diberi
tugas atau bertindak. Saya
hanya cakap ok saja. Tapi selepas
itu, di dalam fikiran bermacam-macam, apakah saya boleh atau tidak.
Kalau tahu tidak boleh, kenapa harus jawab boleh. Dalam perjalanan
balik sampai rumah, tak apalah, saya minta Tuhan tolong saya. Sepan-
jang tugas itu belum dibuat saya berdoa supaya Tuhan buka jalan,
supaya Tuhan permudahkan. Doa saya, Tuhan, Engkau tahu yang aku
tidak mampu dan tidak berpengetahuan dalam sesuatu perkara ini,
tapi kenapa aku harus diletakkan di situasi ini. Namun saya tahu ini
adalah rencana Tuhan di dalam kehidupan saya.

Tidak saya nafikan, saya ada pergumulan baik dalam keluarga saya dan
orang di sekeliling. Ada saja ujian dan cabaran yang saya alami. Jikalau
bukan kerana kasih Tuhan yang selalu berbicara kepada saya, bahawa
dia selalu menyertai dan saya tahu Tuhan pasti memampukan saya di
dalam segala hal.

Di dalam pelayanan, saya tidak pernah berputus asa kerana saya tahu
di dalam Tuhan ada pengharapan, kita hanya perlu membuka hati,
jiwa serta sanggup cabar diri dan siap melakukannya. Tidak kira
tugasan itu besar ataupun kecil. Yang penting berusaha dan bertindak
di dalam pimpinan Tuhan.

Syalom  semua,
nama saya, anak
ke 3 dalam tiga
adik-beradik. Saya
dilahirkan di
tengah keluarga
yang percaya dan
mengikuti Tuhan
Yesus, secara
langsung saya
dibesarkan  dan
dididik untuk
membaca Alkitab
dan berdoa serta
dipimpin ibu
bapa menerima
Tuhan Yesus
dalam hati saya

semasa masih sekolah rendah.

Sebagai anak muda yang masih belum matang secara rohani dan
pemikiran ketika ibu bapa tidak bersama saya untuk berdoa dan
membaca Alkitab, saya tidak konsisten untuk melakukannya. Saya rasa
itu penyebab pertumbuhan rohani saya juga tidak konsisten tetapi
saya menyedari bahawa berdoa dan memabaca Alkitab itu adalah
sangat penting sebab itu ibu bapa saya menekankan bahagian ini
menjadi amalan hidup kami adik-beradik. Untuk memelihara keroha-
nian saya bertumbuh dengan baik saya mulai mengikuti persekutuan
muda-mudi pada umur 15 tahun.

Masa itu saya didorong oleh ibu bapa saya dan dibawa oleh dua orang
kakak saya, kerana dorongan itu saya terpaksa mengikuti persekutuan
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Mengapa saya mengatakan bahawa Tuhan sentiasa memampukan
saya kerana pada masa Krismas tahun lepas, pihak gereja kita ada
membuat kunjungan ke kampung Kudei. Setelah sampai di kampung
Kudei kami berpecah kepada beberapa kumpulan sambal membawa
hadiah Krismas untuk diberikan kepada jemaat di sana.

Ketika kumpulan saya ingin memberi hadiah tersebut, ada seorang ibu
yang meminta untuk didoakan kerana anak dia sedang sakit. Oleh
kerana masa itu hanya Rev. Jabez dan saya yang masuk ke dalam,
maka ibu itu terus bercakap dengan saya dalam bahasa Iban. Dan saya
memberitahu Rev. Jabez bahawa keluarga ini memerlukan doa. Masa
itu Rev. Jabez kata ok. Dan secara tiba-tiba Rev. Jabez meminta saya
untuk menterjemahkan dalam Bahasa Malaysia. Hati saya terus berka-
ta “Apuu”. Saya sempat mengeluh, saya takut, saya terus automatik
ingat Tuhan dan minta Tuhan tolong saya. Rev. Jabez kata “not so hard”
tapi “very hard” untuk saya, “It’s simple prayer”. Saya pun kata ok saja.
Kemudian saya pun tidak tahu macamana saya boleh dengan lancarn-
ya menterjemah doa Bahasa Inggerisnya kepada Bahasa Malaysia.
Disitulah Tuhan telah memampukan saya, di saat saya perlukan Dia.
Selesai berdoa, Rev. Jabez dan saya pun keluar dari rumah itu dan
dalam hati saya berkata, selepas ini saya tidak mahu lagi satu kumpu-
lan dengan Rev. Jabez.

Bila difikirkan kembali pada saat dalam hati saya berkata begitu, saya
menyedari bahawa itu adalah rencana Tuhan yang Dia sudah aturkan
untuk saya. Kita sendiri tidak tahu, saat kita tidak tahu, masa itulah
Tuhan menyertai dan memampukan kita.

Saya akhiri perkongsian saya dengan Amsal 16:3 “Serahkanlah
perbuatanmu kepada Tuhan, maka rencanamu akan terlaksana” Amen

Dalina Jawan

muda-mudi. Jauh dalam hati saya, saya tidak mahu mengikutinya, saya
sangat bergumul. Saya bergumul kerana saya berasa malas dan hanya
tidak mahu mengikuti persekutuan muda-mudi. Dalam keadaan yang
terpaksa saya pun mulai mengikuti dengan berterusan dan saya
menemui manfaatnya.

Mengikuti muda-mudi memberi manfaat kepada setiap yang mengi-
kutinya. Bagi saya persekutuan muda-mudi ini telah membentuk saya
dari pertumbuhan rohani seperti membaca Alkitab dan berdoa
walaupun masih belum konsisten. Selain itu membentuk saya dari
segi disiplin diri dan memberi saya pemikiran yang terbuka. Selain dari
itu kesempatan untuk menjadi AJK Muda-mudi mendorong saya
untuk menjadi bertanggungjawab pada diri saya di hadapan Tuhan
dan di hadapan manusia.

Saya bersyukur kerana mulai daripada paksaan saya menemukan
kasih Tuhan dalam hidup saya, oleh itu saya mendorong pemuda
pemudi yang berada di sini untuk mengikuti persekutuan muda-mudi.
Mari kita sama-sama menjadi anak yang menyenangkan hati Tuhan
dan ibu bapa kerana mereka layak melihat kita gembira.

Berdoalah untuk saya dan muda-mudi yang lain supaya kami terus
mengikuti Tuhan dan terus melayani Tuhan di mana-mana sahaja dan
bila-bila masa. Segala kemuliaan hanya untuk Tuhan Yesus Kristus.
Saya akhiri kesaksian saya dengan ayat Firman Tuhan yang di petik dari
1 Timotius 4:12 “Jangan biarkan sesiapa menghinamu kerana usiamu
yang muda. Jadikan dirimu teladan kepada semua orang beriman dari
segi kata-kata, kelakuan, kasih, iman dan kesucian.”

Wesley Sam
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JHERIE, FEEHIHERR, BAMEEIMIT
BT —MREIRIEEE,

[RRE2014F EHSTRHENEE P, F=2BNTRSE
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BIRRIERMEEBINES, SRESHhAEREEERE
7., BERGIKREIOKE, BENERAEBZAREES
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TREEN—LHN, EENABDRXFESFSHANES. EF
B EFRTOMREE, )R BEANLEAYERIE RS SR
RAVEEER,
% ERIkERKITA DR, HRERE R RXA LR,
HHEREFEXNE, FEGHED, EX—IIEYE.
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SHEER, RFREETHIBCHEN, BRHETHNEE
. BYIREEEEC, tHEBCEEEEBNT.
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iR, TR RIEEKITRIES.
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3EEHE
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NN, B8R EE R, BIRERMSTE, SECE#S
. N3k, SIER, FEE, EEE8 15 %7,
EXIPHARNTUESESE, R, FA, MEFNI. £H2

BFRAESs, WE, MBS, INREZEHEE, 1F
HEEFE,

HARMERE, SEHN—IA, SINTEHERIRE, BEMmE
FIRAZZ. BARGEEMSNARRESE, RERTMEFS
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HEGX—ISRIEERALTE £,
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FAEEFRBERRNEE. AMSE, TCNAHERRDEL—
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20195 KB T HEEBENIESN, BERINS, OPRTEMILE, 15
KIRAIRMR, TIRROMIN, Z5FRIEND, ASHER, BEIFKE
B, MEimAERATIA%.

XA ENAGIEERIE T —A (Experiencing God ) 253, KEEAIR
B, BH—K—XK —RB—RIEXEH. NhSHEREY TX
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B EBIAIRAIESHUE. ik 289, T, HEEENR
TTECHITY, RRMEI5IS, SIERMIE, REXGE
CRYEM, BEHSEMEENEE.

2020FEH TE 72021 F25EZA WERIRD. EA AR BF
ZHINR, BERRSHAE, R—EERBCHLB? "ALIS?
B5ETLAAEL!

FIRY, FSHIABRTIAR, IFSRIINR, HABA! EXHE
BARTHE, FERENEE CRIFHERRED?

BTATROE LIRAS, RPA9SIS, MNERRNNIALESE, KR

BE: (BR)

f5E: &R FE: TEK
Hhitt: HiR ARSEARLRIE
HhkEEE: 20145 78

HE®HR, ARETF, BU—RERXTEHIOE.

BRBIEESKBERGESNEN? RNERINEXAERZIENE,
I EEHRE BEITSRIZEE AMIRIGHE, EEMIIETER
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AMAEEAZRIERFHIOIF. IEE— I HER, HER
BARE, fR(Imitk kS RERIE, FREBERHRIRE. S
R, ERFEEERIGEMIIZT, WFHAKEERNE
1T, BRLRIEE RIRIRT.
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. THEERRISHRIBERAEIB T ! HFREREERER—F, THE
NEFHEEHKRRT ! BUNFR46:51/ME HEHS, Hp
FopiE, BIR—=, HORIXE, " BEAESHERERDEMS
AUEKRL, FRELLEBO T T BENRIEET R TR TEr S=RYERFN4E!

e, MEIERENGEZREERMNT. NIEARFIREH
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WRIESERE, SRS, T, SHHZ, bESAE
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SRBETH, FTHRNRE, FRESELE, HEXK, FHF
DECHIEISSRINIR, FFINPEEL, NAESAEET.

BAESADHEFEIR, NEEFIE, SEEE, M5EE! sl
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RZEEIRREE, BBRERERRI RN ERNEE.
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MR,
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EEENEEETEENE, WiEx, SLURBERSENERMN
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H=, PENE. WNRPHIAE, iEgE, Re—MH=.. (B
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FHAREE., BENFRESHEIERBEIANT, ER
RENTHREANNE. ERNEEE, BHMNESG—ER
RATEERINEE.
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